Warminster.  February  5th,  1898. 

MU.  CHAIUMAN  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  present  to  you  my 
annual  report  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
town  during  the  past  year. 

During  that  period  the  deaths  of  98  persons  have 
been  registered  in  the  district.  This,  after  deduct¬ 
ing  eight  deaths  in  the  Cottage  Hospital  of  persons 
from  outside  the  district,  would  give  a  death-rate 
for  the  year  of  16.1  per  1,000,  estimated  on  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  last  census.  One  death  was  recorded 
from  diphtheria.,  one  from  enteric  fever,  and  eight 
from  measles. 

The  births  numbered  127,  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of 
21.9  per  1,000. 

The  following  table  epitomise©  the  ages  at  which 
death  occurred  throughout,  the  district:— Under  one 
year  of  age,  8;  over  one  and  under  five  years  of  age, 
10;  over  five  and  under  15  years  of  age,  5;  over  i5 
and  under  25,  3;  over  25  and  under  65,  29;  over  65 
years  of  age,  43. 

I  will  now  refer  to  the  presence  of  infectious  disease  s 
in  the  town  during  the  year.  Scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria  have  been  very  prevalent,  14  cf 
the  former  and  19  of  the  latter  disease  having  been 
reported  to  me.  I  stated  in  my  report  of  last  year 
that  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  had  occurred  in 
December,  which  was  not  stamped  out  for  some  time 
after  the  commencement  of  the  new  year,  and  of 
the  19  cases  mentioned  above,  11  occurred  during  the 
month  of  January.  The  remaining  cases  were  reported 
to  me  as  follows,  viz.,  one  in.  March,  two  in  Apri  , 
three  in  May,  one  in  August,  and  one  in  December. 
The  cases  of  scarlet,  fever,  which  were  of  a  very 
mild  type,  occurred  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  ten  cases  being  reported  to  me  in  August,  and 
two  in  October  and  December.  Many  of  the  cases 
were  members  of  the  same  household.  Four  cases 
of  scarlet  fever  and  six  of  diphtheria  were  removed 
to  the  isolation  hospital. 

Measles  continued  over  from  1896,  but  disappeared 
before  the  end  of  January.  The  disease  re-ap  neared 
however,  in  October  m  a  very  virulent  form,  causing 
eight  deaths,  attacking  first  the  children  attend  ng 
the  Sambourne  Schools,  necessitating  the  closing  of 
that  school,  and  immediately  that  was  opened  the 
disease  spread  to.  the  Chapel  street  and  Scu  h  street, 
schools,  which  were  also,  closed,  with  marked  ben  eft 
in  checking  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  case  of  enteric  fever  occurred  in  an  adult  work¬ 
ing  on  the  railway,  and  wTas  not,  I  think,  caused  by 
anv  local  insanitary  conditions. 

There  has  been  a.  great  improvement  noticed  in  the 
condition  of  “  Swan  river/'  which  for  some  years 
past  has  caused  an  intolerable  nuisance  during  the 
summer  months,  and  the  road  gratings,  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  which  I  made  some  remarks  on  in  my  last 
annual  report,  have  been  carefully  inspected,  and, 
where  necessary,  properly  trapped. 

The  treatment,  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the 


town,  which  for  some  years,  has  been,  a  nuisance  to 
persona  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  sewage 
farm,  is,  I  hope,  approaching  a  satisfactory  solution., 
as  within  the  last  few  weeks  the  Council  have  sub¬ 
mitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Local  Go.ernme  t 
Board  the  septic  tank  system  for  the  treatment,  of 
the  sewage,  and  pending  the  acceptance  or  rejection 
of  the  suggested  plan,  a  temporary  scheme  has  been 
adopted  of  pumping  the  sewage  on  fresh  land  close 
bv  the  present,  farm,  which  since  it  has  been  m 
operation,  has  been  most  successful  in  abating  the 
nu>  sanoe.  , 

A  circular  letter  has  been  addressed  to-  the  different 
local  authorities  bv  the  Local  Government  Bo  rd, 
drawing  their  attention  to  the  condition  of  the  water 
supply  in  their  several  district®,  and  advising  them 
to  exercise  every  precaution  to  secure  the .  watsrr 
saonlv  from  risk  of  contamination.  The  Council  fully 
recognise,  looking  to  recent  calamities  ;n  other  parts, 
the  urgency  of  the.  case,  and  at  their  last  meeting 
had  under  consideration  the  desirability  of  having 
a  thorough  chemical  and  microscopical  analys  s  of 
the  water  made.  I  cannot  too  strongly  commend 
the  wisdom  of  such  a.  course,  although  I  have  no 
doubt,  from  frequent  examinations,  of  the  absolute 
puritv  of  the  supply,  nor  do  I  see  how  it  is  possible 
for  contamination  to  occur,  leakage  into  the  mains 
alone  excepted,  as  the  water  does  not  see  daylight  till 
it  reaches  the  consumer.  There  is  only  one  dwelling- 
house  anywhere  near  the  source  of  supply,  and  that 
is  so  situated  that  it  cannot  be  a  source  of  danger. 
The  who^e  surface  of  the  land  from  which  the  spr  ngs 
originate  is  a  vast  wood,  and  the  springs  are  tapped 
in  one  case  at  the  exit,  and  in  the  other  almost 
immediately  after  the  exit,  from  the  earth. 

i'll  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  personally 
visited  by  myself,  and  where  necessary  the  cases  have 
been  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital.  Kvery  nart 
of  the  town  has  been,  inspected  at  regular  intervals 
and  house  to  house  visitation®  have  been  made  ot 
all  the  cottages,  and  all  insanitary  oond  t  ons  re  orted 
to  the  Council  at  their  monthly  meetings. 

The  inspection  of  the  bakehouses  and  slaughter 
houses  has  been  properly  carried  out,  and  in  one  or 
two  instances  have  been  adversely  commented  on 
Six  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  brought  to 
vour  notice,  and  five  cottages  that  were  uninhabita  >  e 
have  been  put  in  proper  repair  by  order  of  the 
Council,  and  in  two  or  three  cases  of  impure  water 
supply,  the  town  water  has  been  laid  on. 

The  usual  tables  dealing  with  the  mortality  io., 
in  the  district  accompany  this  report.— I  am,  Mr. 
Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  yours  faithfully. 

FREDERICK  I.  FLOWER. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
Warminster  Urban  District  Council. 
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